
THOMAS JEFFERSON ELEMENTARY                                                  

Multiple Intelligences Magnet FAQ 

 

What is the Multiple Intelligences (MI) theme? 

 Our magnet theme is Multiple Intelligences (MI). The MI concept was 
developed by Dr. Howard Gardner from Harvard University. It focuses on 
eight ways of being smart: verbal/linguistic, mathematical/logical, 
naturalistic, musical/rhythmic, interpersonal, intrapersonal, visual/spatial, 
and bodily/kinesthetic. Teachers survey students at the beginning of the 
year to determine their strengths and interests. Based on that information 
and regular classroom interactions, they try to use students’ strengths to 
bring up their weaknesses.  
 

 Students are offered one extra credit MI opportunity per quarter to help 
show mastery of a standard. Students are required to do one MI Project 
per year for a grade. Teachers send home guidelines for the extra credit 
opportunities and the MI Project. 

 

Do our magnet students feed into                                                                  

any magnet middle schools? 
 

 Our magnet students have top priority to attend Darnell-Cookman School 
of the Medical Arts, James Weldon Johnson College Preparatory School, 
and Julia Landon College Preparatory and Leadership Academy (which all 
feed into Paxon and Stanton high schools). Parents of fifth graders must 
complete magnet applications in Focus by February 28th to receive this 
priority.  

 

 



Do students already in our magnet program have to apply every year 
to return to Thomas Jefferson? 

 Parents with children in our magnet program do not have to fill out another 
magnet form for Thomas Jefferson. 
 

 We want our neighborhood students in the magnet! Neighborhood 
students are not automatically placed in the magnet program at TJ; 
parents have to apply in Focus by fourth grade no later than February 
28th. All students zoned for our school will be accepted into the magnet if 
they apply by the deadline. 

 

When are our magnet tours? 

 
 Magnet Tours are held every Thursday in January and February at 1:00 

and 2:00. The evening Magnet Open House tour is Thursday, January 
16th, from 6:00-7:30.  
 

 MI Night is held in January. This year the date is Thursday, January 16th, 
from 6:00-7:30. On this evening, MI Projects are displayed and a fun, 
interactive Scavenger Hunt is held. Families are given passports and 
obtain stamps as they participate in each MI Station. Students who 
completely fill their passports will receive either extra credit or a homework 
pass from their teachers. Kilwin’s will sell waffle cones for $4 that evening. 
This is also Magnet Open House, the night of magnet tours for prospective 
parents. 

When are magnet applications due and                                         

what is the process? 
 

 Magnet applications are due February 28th. Parents must have an online 
Focus account to complete the application. Directions for creating a Focus 
account are on the DCPS website under the “Parents” tab. 
https://dcps.duvalschools.org/Page/15745 

 

Is magnet transportation provided to our school? 

 
 Thomas Jefferson is located in transportation Zone 4. We provide 

transportation to students who live in Zones 4 and 5. 

https://dcps.duvalschools.org/Page/15745

